Transitions are what happen when you are going from one fola®ther. We've had lots of experience of
transitions. With six country moves and more house moveswhacan count, we know what it’s like to live
between worlds, cultures and languages. All of our movesb®eamereal faith moves, where nothing has been
certain or secure or known, or nicely worked out! Thasges have not been nice little relocation packages.
They’ve been more like Abraham’s experience with verydetails clear except one—Go!

Even when you reach your destination, the transition experigaeeally only just begun. These kinds of
transitions are not easy. At times they can feeéttlivgg, disturbing, or uncomfortable as you deal with the
unfamiliar. They can also be exciting as God takesntes new territory. They require trust, faith and
patience, and sometimes more strength than we feeawed HThere is one thing we can be sure of however,
and that is the goodness and faithfulness of God. ldeésdoshua] will be with you wherever you go’'So
whether it's a new job, a new location, a new home, a eitionship, a new country, a new church, or a new
life, God will help each one of us through the transition @seaf we will keep our eyes and our minds stayed
on him and his Word.

Believer Commissioned!

Before my family and | left England to go to China for the first time, we were commissioned
by the leaders of two churches. Hands were laid on us, prayers offered, prophetic words uttered, and the anointing of
the Holy Spirit requested for the task that God had called us to. This time of ‘sending out’ was a great encouragement
to us and many Christians will be familiar with this kind of commissioning for those embarking on missionary service.
Similarly, such practices are commonplace for those ‘entering the ministry’ in other kinds of church work. We typically
have times of ordination for new church leaders, ministers, elders, and maybe deacons.

These acts of commissioning are important and necessary. However, the fact that these believers are the only ones in a
church community who are commissioned in this way is evidence of the dualism that is embedded into much of our
thinking and church practices. Drawing on an ancient Greek dichotomy this present-day evangelical division has
elevated the spiritual and relegated the rest of the Christian ‘workforce’ to less important secular activity. Church
leaders, pastors, and missionaries are seen as having important and special tasks to perform for the kingdom of God,
and are thus commissioned by the rest of the Body. They do have special tasks to perform, but so does everyone else!

Just imagine how exciting and empowering it would be if every believer in a local church community had the
opportunity of being prayed for, commissioned, and sent out into their particular spheres of influence in society. There
would no longer be scores of believers feeling disempowered in church meetings, feeling that their vocation in life was
unspiritual, and that what they spend the majority of their waking hours and years of their lives doing is insignificant for
the kingdom of God. Let the commissioning of every believer begin!

(the above is an excerpt from Stuart’s forthcoming book - The Fourth Wave: Every Believer finding their God-given place in the Great
Commission)
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The God WheMiEkes

There’ s nothing "ean do"'>~ Have y6'_ c‘ed a-situation whe it feels fike you can’t-go-on, there is no answerts
impossible and you have feltlike just-giving up on evgthing, but youdor't even know what you would do or whee
you would go if.yon did give up?

We've been there. Several times. It's a horribkeg] a place of despair and despondency and depresglikela big

pit that you can't claw your way out of. It's dark and itisserable and you hate being in it, but you don’t know tmget
out. Maybe you've no-one to talk to about it, and eveyoif have, rehearsing the problem might bring symphtiy
doesn’t bring the answer. You pray, but now it fdéte whatever faith you had is crumbling around yoursear
Desperation begins to take over and you discover a wiasleset of emotions that you thought didn’t exist inside your
Christian self — frustration, anger — and you are beginnidgeot those feelings towards God. You even begin to ignest
just how much of a Christian you are!

You have, in athletic terms, ‘hit the wall’. You've réad the end of your strength and your ability to gobnur splrltual
muscles are in cramp and you are in pain. While peoplendryou seem to be running gigess

ahead, you feel like dying, and right now heaven seeme attactive than ever. You ha
hit the impossible. If that's the place you are ihate good news. God is right there
you in that impossible situation waiting to get you outheW/you are experiencing all thc =
emotions and blaming God for the situation, it camsliee God is a million miles away ani
no help at alll If you want your situation to change aeer, you are going to have to ge
‘thought’ change.

God’s Not Doing 1t

When bad or terrible things happen, or when people areisgffie an impossible situatiol
too often I've heard people attribute the problem tal.G6He's teaching me something
they say. Let me ask you a questidhGod is doing this to you to teach you something, v
are you trying to get out of it? If God is doing thiswére you praying for deliverance and™

answers? Believing that God is putting you through troubleach you something is religious thinking that needs m sto
right here, right now. There is enough suffering gaingn this fallen world without God needing to bring itymu. So
many times people forget that there is a devil out thdrese purpose is to kill, steal and destroy (John 10:10) end h
DOES NOT WORK FOR GOD! God is not employing the dewibd and the devil are not in league together to teach yo
anything. God is not employing him to make you a begtegson, as if the devil could make anything better! BEwil
darkness cannot mix with good and light. Jesus came t@edgtu from the works of the evil one (1 John 3:8).

Before you can see a change in your impossible situatan,nged to understand that God is not the source of your
problem, but he is the source of your deliverance. Qageet these things in their right place, you are erfitht steps to
seeing that impossible situation change.

God Delights in the Impossible

God doesn’t put us in these impossible situations. /Asdl sur fallen world under the devil’s influence is foflenough
difficult and impossible situations to last us a lifetim But he does delight in getting us out! Where therenis a
impossibility, you will always find God. It's in his hae. Impossible situations are his speciality. \Weett's a virgin
birth, a resurrection, healing the sick, restoring sighthto blind, repairing a broken marriage, bringing peopie o
poverty, or helping people pay their bills, where you meetrgossibility, God wants to get in on the scene.



However, he won't force you to have him there with yéie’ll sit on the sidelines if you want him to and wait f/ou

to invite him on to the pitchHe'll let you rant and rave, and cry and scream about siuation, and about him, and
try this and try that until you are all worn out. Butthk time, he’ll be waiting and saying, “Come on, getimthere.

I'll sort it out for you.” You won't invite God in witHits of desperation however. The Bible makes itrcteat God
responds to faith. He said to the two blind men, “acogrtlh your faith be it unto you”. And of his own coumtgn

he said he could do no mighty works there because aof tinéielief, or lack of faith. He honoured the Roman
centurion for having the greatest faith he had seer Israkl, and the bleeding woman drew power for hgabuat of
him by her faith.

These people, inspite of their desperate circumstaatds®d something in common. They had all establishedein
hearts that Jesus was not the source of their trobbtethe source of their deliverance. They had all estedd in
their hearts that Jesus could and would do the impodsibtaem. For your situation to change, you must decide and
establish in your heart that God is not the sourceoaf yrouble, but that he is the source of your deliveranteu
must decide in your heart that he wants to do the impedsiblou.

But My Faith Feels So Weak

If you are having trouble believing these things aboud,@ds because your faith has got weak, or because y@ ha
been taught the wrong things about him. Difficult circiamees and feelings of despair and despondency can knock us
about until our faith feels raggedy around the edges. Religgaching can leave us helpless and hopeless in the
onslaught of circumstances. Busyness and other pkieep us from renewing our faith daily in God’s wortherT,

when tough times hit, we don’t have enough faith in us épkes standing. We can find ourselves in a position of
confusion, wondering what God is doing and thinking h#néssource of trouble, temptation and pain insteaslipf
deliverance from them. There is no faith in that é&webn’t work with God!

Invite God In

If you are having a hard time establishing God in yourthesathe one who wants to deliver you, heal you ankkma
the impossible possible, you need to spend time in hid.wbr Romans 10:17 it says, ‘Faith comes by hearing and
hearing by the Word of God’. When we spend time in tosdwfaith comes. As you spend time in his word, your
faith may still seem weak at first, but faith will cemKeep in God’s word. Make it your priority every dayet it be

the first thing you read or listen to in the morningee® on it again during the day. Feast on it again in taeiray.
This is how you invite God into your situation. Doveey day and you will find a change taking place on tiselanof
you. Your faith in God as your deliverer, as the God witlonw all things are possible, will grow! It will takeba of
effort on your part, and it may take a bit of laying dasfrsome old habits such as TV, newspapers or othiettiast

that have become your priorities. But if you are despdoa change, you'll do it!

L As you invite God in to your impossible situation by imsaneg yourself in his word,
3"’-“ you'll begin to change. I'm not talking about immersingingelf in preaching that is
"4~ . philosophical, theological, and that reasons God out of #wegy I'm not talking
" "about reading books that tell you faith doesn’t work #red God isn't interested in
: helping you. I'm talking about hearing God’s word, the agoof faith and promises

% that he has given us in his word. I'm talking about listgrio preaching and reading
.,F' books that inspire you to believe in God as the deliva®tthe provider, the helper,
| the healer, and the God who not only can, but WILLhaoitnpossible for you.

e A s you immerse yourself in God’s faith-filled words, ywill become filled with faith.
You will begin to change. Your thoughts about God wiljihéo change. Your habits
ggllvgrﬁaw and priorities will begin to change. Your prayers Wégin to change. You'll hear
S “from God more clearly as you make time for him. Yogibw in wisdom and
understanding of what to do about your situation. You'lixgioyour knowledge of the authority he has given you and
how to use it. You'll be stronger to stand and haveepe¢ while God brings about change in your situation. And
ultimately, your impossible situation will change.

The God Who Makes the Impossible Possible

As you fill your life and mind with God’s word, rementiibat the enemy comes to steal the word you are guttio
your heart. If he can steal the word from you, hestaal your faith, and steal your miracle. Be canefudt you hear.

If people speak words of doubt and unbelief about God in gomrpany, you don’t have to believe what is said.
Protect the word in your heart, and surround yoursihf people of faith Remember that people’s word is not the
final word in your situation — God’s word is the final wor



| remember when our daughter, Rebecca, was 6 monthsShle.was such a pretty little thing, sitting up angiptawith
her little toys around her. | discovered a skin probtemher scalp. At first | thought it was just cradse and would go
away. But then | found that as the crusts of cradleceape off, they took the skin off with them leaving resy and
weeping flesh underneath. The hair would come out withtibok her to a doctor and he told me that she haehegon
her scalp, that it was unlikely to go away by itself arat there was nothing he could do about it. Well, no dsees
going to plague my baby for the rest of her life as farwas concerned. | was so angry when | left thagesy that | cut
into the enemy with God’s word as | pushed that buggy allvlaehome. When | got home, | got my Bible and spoke
every scripture on healing | could find. |told therayevhat he could do with his eczema, laid my hands oméed, and
spoke God's healing over her. One week later, thanezzeas all gone! There was not a trace of it anchakenever had
a problem since. She is now 19 and has the mostitutdwgiad of luxuriant blond hair that we could ask for. nMawvord

is not the final word about your situation, howevepassible it looks! God’s word is the final word, but you need to
spend time in it and know what it says!

Fifteen years of mission work in four different courdrieas given us plenty of impossible situations to deal vi@ither the
past few months, we have faced another one, havingviiéesut our own home, and without the money to rerg. oBoy,
did I go through some tears and tissues before the Holiy ®pi able to get on the scene! Finally, | remerat that my
fits of desperation would not achieve anything and tlzauld go on like that ‘till the cows came home’, with Giitting
on the sidelines waiting for me to invite him into nmypossible situation. At last, | picked myself up, got hafidny
emotions by the ears, and forced myself to listen td'sSword. | was struggling with reading so | listen toHditled
broadcasts online before breakfast and at differeméstiwhere possible throughout the day. As | do my qelyer
walking, God’s faith-filled word is coming into my earsrh our iPod.

| haven’t seen the answer yet with my physical egasd, I'm still building my faith, but | have seen a changmée | feel
better, can face the situation better, and have naoife dnd patience than before. My emotions are ratadale. | am
believing God that our financial situation will improse that we can have a home to live in, buy clothesha@etuts and
have necessary dental treatment. | am believing Godvehavill have the finances to be able to help andshbes children

as they serve God. And | am believing God that wk lveive more than enough for us to be able to give to other
missionaries, and to their work.

Right now, it looks impossible. That's how it looked whihe Israelites stood facing the expanse of the Redd®ea
impossibility before them, their enemies behind th&unt with God'’s word to build my faith, | have made a dieei. God
is not my trouble, he is my deliverer, and he is behiedwith me, and before me. As | face this wall opassibility, |
have invited him in to make the impossible possible forang:for our family. As | stand in faith on his wordli®éng in
him as the God who makes the impossible possible, aatisih will change, if God has to part the Red Sea fitl do

We have invited the God who makes the impossible pessito our situation. Will you invite him into yours?

To be a financial partner with this ministry, please visit oupsite or contact us directly for more details.
Web: www.catalystmin.org Email; info@catalystmin.org



